Motor 0Oil Guide

Additives APIl's Service Symbol ond Certification Maork identify quality engine
oils for gasoline and diesel-powered wvehicles. Oils displaying the APl Marks
meet performance requirements set by U.S. and international vehicle and
engine manufacturers and the lubricant industry. More than 500 companies
participate in this wveluntary program, which is backed by a marketplace
sampling and testing program.

1. Describe Oil's
Perfformance Level

2. Describe Qil's Yiscosity

3. Fuel Economy Rating

1. Performance Level
Gasoline engine oil categories ( for cars, vans, and light trucks with gasoline
enginas): Oils designed for gasoline-engine service fall under APl's "S"

(Service) categories. Look for current service cotegory SJ. APl SH moy appear
in the Service Symbol when preceded by a "C" category. See reverse for
descriptions of current and obsolete APl service caotegories.

Diesel engine oil categories (for heaovy-duty trucks ond wehicles with diesel
engines): QOils designed for diesel-engine service fall under API's "C"
(Commercial] categories. Look for current categories CTH-4, CG-4, CF-4,
CF-2 and CF.

2. Viscosity

The meaosure of an oil's thickness and ability to flow ot certain temperatures.

3. Fuel Economy Rating

The "Energy Conserving” rating applies only to oils intended for gasoline-
engine cars, vans and light trucks. Widespread use of "Energy Conserving"
oils may result in an overall savings of fuel in the nation as a whole. [(Applies
primarily to SAE 5W-30 and 10W-30 grades.)

Guide to SAE Grades of Look for the AP
Quallty Marks every

Hime you buy motor oll.

Motor Qil for Passenger Cars

For Multigrade oils such as SAE 5W-30 and

10W-30 are widely used because, under all
but extremely hot or cold conditions, they
are thin enough for easy cranking at low
temperatures and thick enocugh to perform
satisfactorily at high temperatures.

MNote that your wvehicle's reguirements may
vary. Follow wyour wehicle maonufacturar's
recommendations on SAE oil viscosity.

Typical SAE
Viscosity Grades
for Passenger Cars
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Indicates an oil's
performance level,

wiscosity, and fuel economy

Indicates that an oil meets
current standards of the
Intermational lubricont
Stondardizotion and




Motor Oil Guide

Additives API's Service Symbol ond Certificotion Mark identify quality engine
oils for gaseline and diesel-powered vehicles. Dils displaying the APl Marks
meet performance requirements sel by U.S. and internabional vehicle and
engine manulacturers and the lubrican! industry. More than 500 compaonias
parficipate in this voluntary program, which is bocked by o marketplace
sampling ond testing pregram.

1. Describe Qil's
Performance Level

2. Describe Qil's Yiscosity

3. Fuel Economy Rating

1. Performance Level

Gasoline engine oil categories [ for cors, vans, and light frucks with gasoline
engines): OQils designed for gosoline-engine service faoll under APl's 3"
[Service) categories. Look for current service category 3). APl SH maoy appear
in the Service Symbel whan preceded by a "C" categery. See reverss for
descriptions of current and absolate APl sarvice cotegories.

Diasel engine oil cotegories (for heavy-dufy trucks ond vehicles with diesel
engines): Dils designed for diesel-engine service fall under APl's "C"
[Commarcial) cotegorias. Look for currenl calageries CH-4, CG-4, CF-4,
CF-2 and CF,

2. Yiscosity
The meosure of an oil's thickness ond obility to flow ot cerfain temperatures.

3. Fuel Economy Rating

The "Energy Conserving" roting applies only to oils intended for gasoline-
engine cars, vans and light trucks. Widespreod use of “Energy Conserving”
oils may result in an overall savings of fuel in the nation as a whole. (Applias
primarily to SAE SW-30 and 10W-30 grodes.)

Guide to SAE Grades of



The currant aond previous APl Sarvice Cotegories ore listed baelow. Vehicle
owners should refer fo their owners monuals before consulting thesa charts.
Engine cils are categorized bosed on their pedormance charecteristics and the
iype of service for which they are intended: 5 colegory oils ore suitoble for
gasoline engines and C cobegory oils for diesel engines. Oils may have mere
than one pardormance lewal,

For outomotive gosoline engines, the lotest engine oil service cotegory includes
fhe parformance properfies of sach sarlier category. If an outomotive cwner's
manual colls for an APl 3G or 5H oll, an APl 5J oil will provide full protection,
For diesel engines, the lotest colegory vsvally - bul net alwoys - includes the
performance proparfies of on eodiar colegory,

Gasoline Engines
Calegory Status Service

For all outemotive engines pr in usa,
o Cument | | iraduced in the AP Sarvice Symbol in 1995,

For model year 19946 and older engines. Valid

SH Obsolate | . precoded by cartsin C categorise.

5G Obsoleta | For model year 1993 end older engines

SF Obsclete | For 1988 and older engines.

SE Obsoleta | For 1979 ond older engines.

sSD Obsolete | For 1971 and clder engines.

sC Obsolete | For 1967 and older engines.

sB Obsolete | 77 clder engines. Use only when specifically

recommended by the manufacturer.

For older engines: no performonce
SA Ohbsolate | reguirement. Use only when specifically
recommended by the manufacturer.

Mota = AP intentionally omitted *51° from the sequence of cotegories becouse the
letters are commanly used fo refer fo international unils of meosuremant.

Diesel Engines

Category Status Sarvice

Intraduced December 1, 1998, For high-speed,
four-stroke sngines designed fo mest 1998 axhoust
CH-4 Current | ®™ission stondards. CH-4 oils ore specifically

romannndad far use with diacal fusls mnnine in



